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FLORIDA'S ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT THINKI

v’ The Grade 4 Florida Assessment of Student Thinking (F.A.S.T.) Assessment is
aligned to the NEW B.E.S.T. standards in Reading, Math, and Writing.

v The F.A.S.T. Assessment is a computer based adaptive test; which means
questions will become harder as students successfully answer questions.
Questions will become easier, if questions are answered incorrectly. This will
result in higher or lower achievement levels.

v" Achievement Levels 1-5 will be reported after every F.A.S.T. Assessment is
completed. Parents have access to the reports of student achievement via the
student portal.
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WHAT ASSESSMENTS WILL
MY 4™ GRADER TAKE?

FAST is a computer-based
assessment administered
three times this year in:

Writing
English Language Arts (ELA)

Mathematics




ADMINISTRATION
SCHEDULE

Writing - April 9, 2024

ELA —May 3, 2024
Math — May 21, 2024




FAST PM 3 Session Times

Subject Being Number of Days of Number of Minutes Per
Tested Testing Sessions Session

Reading (ELA) 120 Minutes

Math 100 Minutes

120 Minutes
Writing (Additional 90
Minutes)

* SPED Students will be following
the accommodations listed on their IEP or 5o4 Plan.
* ELL Students will be following accommodations set forth by the state.



wa WRITING
Sample of Expository Writing Prompt

Grade 4 Expository Writing Prompt: The Arts

Writing Prompt

The arts are different types of creative activity, such as painting, music, drama,
literature, and dance.

>Write a 553',.r about how people use the arts to express themselves.




Source 1: The Power of Painting
by Jason Torres

Painting has a lot of power. People everywivere use it to tell their stories.
They communicate their feslings throwgh pictures. Painting can bring together
peaple who dont have the same expariences, It can help them understand what
makes them different. It can also show them what they have in commaon.

Famous painters wsually dan't create art to become famous. They paint
because it is meaningful ta them. They become famous because ather people
relate to their art. People won'T like everything artists make. Most artists think
that's okay. Art is & way Do express their ideas. Artists share their work hoping
others will see those ideas toa, or see anather idea in the same art. They knaw it
won't Blways happen. An artist’s work may make one person sad and another
person happy. As long as it makes someane fesl something, it is art.

Frida Kahlo was a famous Mexican painter. She went through many struggles
in her life. Her art helped her understand her difficult feelings. Frida aaid, “The
only thing I know is that I paint because I need to, and I paint whatever passes
thraugh my head without any other consideration.” She painted many portraits of
hersalf. Salf-portraits can help artists understand and show how differant life
events make them fesl. Art students, historians, and many other people spend a
lot of time |looking at Frida’s art. Sometimes they have bean through the sarme
avents a3 ahe painted. Sometimes they haven't. Either way, the paintings
communicate emotions.

Painter Cy Thao also found art to be a helpful al. He went to an American
school but didn't speak English yet. He leamed to use drawings to communicate
with his classmates. He drew about his thoughts and feslings. This helped the
other students have a better understanding of who he was and what was
impartant to him. A% Cy gat alder, he kept making art to relate to people around
him. His paintings are not &s famous &8 Frida Kahla's. Still, they tell his stary. His
art matters because it brings him closer to others.

WRITING

Painting and drawing aren’t the only ways to show feelings with art. Art can
be written, spoken, or sung. Musicians who write new songs are artists. Actors in
plays and movies can be artists. However artists express themselves, their art has
the power ta connect people in ways that simply talking cannat akways do. Art is
powerful because it brings people tgether, and because anyons can be an artist.

Glossary
historians: people who study and write about history

“The Power of Painting™ by lason Torres, Writher for educatioral
PR RHILEE

Source 2: A Picture Is Worth a Thousand Words . . . and So
Are a Dance, and a Song, and . . .
by Annabel Wildrick

How many ways are there to tell & story? Let's start with two: spoken words
and written words. But did you know thal stories can also be told through other
farms of art? Have you ever heard the expression, A picture is worth a thousand
words ? In fact, many paintings, drewings, and photographs tell stories. . . .

What abaut dance? Many dancers tell staries with their bodies. As they maove,
they can express happiness, pain, sadness, excitement, and any other emations.
Some stories are tald by individual dancers. Other stories are tald by pairs ar
groups of dancers perfarming together.

With dance wsually comes music, which can halp tell the stary. OF course,
music often bells a story on its own. Some music—love songs, for example—have
words that make the story obvious. Other music is instrumental, which means it
has no words. This kind of music can tell stories just as well a5 music with words
can. As you listen, vou can feel the story that the music is telling. The fascinating
thing about instrumental music is that the story can change depending on how you
are feeling when you listen ta it The same sang might make you feel scared ane
day and excited anather day.
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Source 3: Silent Dance: Dancing with the Deaf
by Nancy Bo Flood

You don't have to hear in order to dance. Many kids who are deaf love to
mave, twist, and turn with the music—they feel the beat. Like anyone else, they
can become dancers—modern, ballet, or dancing just for the fun of it.

Zenon Dance Company in Minneapolis, Minnesota, teaches dance to deaf
students. Megan Flood, a professional dancer and teacher, explains, *. . . students
who are deaf often learn dancing faster than students who hear.”

"Movement is part of the daily language for the deaf,” Flood said. "Their
talking is physical and visual. They talk with their hands and then watch . . . when
the other person answers. When a hearing person starts learning to dance, it is
often new and uncomfortable to show what you feel by moving your body. The
deaf do this all the time. Also, the deaf watch intensely. Their eyes are
their . . . windows to the world. . . . These skills are impaortant ‘learning to dance’
skills.”

So, feel that beat and . . . dance!




NEW WRITING
Sample of Arqumentative Writing Prompt

Grade 4 Argumentative Writing Prompt: Bikes in Your Community

The passages you read were about bike sharing.

- Write a essa*,r about whether a bike sharing program would work

In your community.




Bikes in Your Community

Source 1: Bike Sharing Programs

1 Bike sharing programs allow people within a city to use bikes for a fee. People
in Europe have been using bike sharing programs for years. Bike sharing stations
have started to pop up in many of our own cities, too. This creative idea has been
spreading across the country over the past few years. At the beginning of 2013,
there were 22 programs running in American cities. Because the idea is so popular,
people think that the number of programs will double very soon. These cities have

other types of public transportation, too, such as subways and buses.

2 Bike sharing programs were started so that people would be able to use a bike
easily when they needed one. The programs give people the option to use bikes to
travel short distances around a big city. There are many bike stations that are set up
in the city. People take a bike out of one station, use it for some time, and then

return it to another station within the city.

3 People can use the bikes on any day and at any time. All of the stations are
self-service stations. Each “dack," or area that holds the bikes, has an electronic
machine. This machine takes payment from the customer and releases one of

the bikes. The machine also starts to track the time that the bike is being used.
The machine at the dock where the bike is returned can then calculate the total time

the bike was in use.

4 Many people are using the bicycles in these programs. And cities are welcoming

the stations. These are signs that bike sharing programs are a success.

WRITING

Source 2: Bike Sharing: A Great Idea

5 New and exciting programs have started in many cities: bike sharing
programs. These innovative programs allow people to borrow and use bikes for a
small price. They are a wonderful idea for many reasons.

B When you decide to ride a bike to get somewhere instead of driving a car, that
decision brings positive changes. One change that happens is that it takes a car off
the road. This helps in a few ways. For one thing, it reduces traffic. If more people
decided to ride a bike to get to and from work every day, fewer cars would be on the
road at the same time. Rush hour traffic might not be that bad if this happened. It
also helps to get rid of some of the pollution that cars produce. Over time, having
fewer cars on city streets would help the environment greatly. Just think how much
cleaner the air would be if this program were successful in all the

major cities in the United States!

7 Bike sharing is also convenient for many of us. People living in a big city might
not want to buy their own bicycles. Bikes can be expensive. They are also not easy
to store in a small apartment. Unfortunately, bikes often are a target to be stolen.
The bike sharing program is a great way to avoid all of these problems. The cost to

use the bikes in these programs is low. When you are finished using the bike, you
drop the bike off at a docking station. Where you will store the bike is not a

problem. Also, if you don't own the bike, you won't worry about it being stolen after
you have dropped it off.

8  Riding a bicycle is great exercise. Even short bike trips can help people live a

healthier lifestyle. Bike sharing programs make it easier for busy people to be more
active. These programs also create jobs. When a bike needs to be fixed, someone
will need to fix it. Who will be there to answer any questions the public may have
about the programs? People will need to be hired to do these tasks. Because the
programs have become so successful, hundreds of jobs have already been created.

As the programs spread to other cities, the number of available jobs will increase.

9 Bike sharing programs add so much value to the city and the people who live
and work there. More and more cities are seeing the benefits. Many of them are
making plans to start a bike sharing program. It is even possible that we may one

day see these wonderful programs in every large city across America!

Source 3: Bike Sharing: In Need of Repair

10 Bike sharing involves the use of bikes in a ity for a fee. People pick up a bike
at a bike docking station and then return it later to any station in the city. The
riumber of cities with bike sharing programs continues to grow. Some of the

larger cities have thousands of bikes and hundreds of stations as part of their
program. Af first, this sounds like a great idea, but unexpected problems have come
up. Not everyone sees these programs as a good solution. They were designed to
make life easier, but they have actually been causing some big headaches.

11 First of all, the bike docking stations are self-service, allowing people to use
the bikes at any time. This means that an employee is not present at any of the

stations. If something does not work properly when you try to take out a bike,

nobody is there to help. This has been known to happen quite often. You can try to
pay again and see if the bike will unlock the second time. You can also just leave the
bike and lose your money. Calling customer service is another aption, but that will
take time. One of the hopes for these stations is that people will start using bicycles
instead of other forms of transportation. If you need to be somewhere at a certain
time, waiting to speak to a customer service representative to fix the problem is not
something you would want to do. It is certainly easy to see how frustrating this can
become.

12 Secondly, think about the space one or two bicycles take up. Then imagine
thousands of them on already-crowded streefs and sidewalks. That crowded picture
in your head is a reality. These bikes are sitting on the street so that the

public can access them. They are sitting in front of stores and apartment buildings
where people live. Some docking stations hold up to 50 or 60 bicycles. These docks
are taking up a lot of valuable space all over the city.

13 Finally, if you have ever walked around busy city streets, you know that you
need to be alert. You need to watch for cars and buses, and you need to be careful
not to bump into anyane walking beside you. Now, add thousands of people on
bicycles. This can be a dangerous situation. The peaple riding the bikes may not
always be experienced bike riders, either. As a result, someone could get seriously
hurt.

14 The overall idea of the bike sharing program may be a good one. Is it worth
the problems it creates, though? If people want to use a bike to get around, they
have options. They can either buy their own or rent one from a bike store. Having a
bike sharing program as a third option is simply not necessary.
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FOR ADDITIONAL PRACTICE

and click Take Sample 2. Click Sign In 3. Select grade 4 and click on
each test for practice.

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF

y EDUCATION mstingier: D (st | G Please Sign In Your Tests

Guest User Select the grade and test you need to take.

Students & Families '. Swich fo OFF to sign inwih a

General information and resources about the Florida Assi

Guest Session B.E.S.T. Writing Sample Test Materials

- . : Switch to OFF fo enter a
Home > Students & Families Session ID Start Grade 4 B.E.S.T. Writing Sample Item

Prepare for the FAST

ili Run Diagnostics Browser: Chrome v108

§ ‘ . .
The FAST is administered to students in grades = | 2 FAST - ELA Readlng Sample Test Materials

VPK-2 and 3-10. Florida Statewide Assessments Practice Tests and

Sample Test Materials Start Grade 4 FAST ELA Reading Sample
The purpose of the practice tests and sample test Items
materials is 1o enable users to become familiar with the
functionality and item types that students will encounter
in CAl's Test Delivery System; the tests are not
intended to guide classroom instruction. For more
information about taking the practice tests and sample = .
v- s 1 It f Tak s l T t f test materials, please access the Practice Test and FAST = Mathematlcs Sample TeSt Materlals
MPM _ea—aml,i_u Sample Test Materials guide at www.FLfast.org.

VPK-2 Grades 3-10 Login information is not required for the Practice Start Grade 4 FAST Mathematics Sample
Tests. Click Sign In to access the Practice Test and Items
Sample Test Materials as a Guest.

Select the appropriate card to the right to view
sample test items for VPK-2 or to take a sample
test for Grades 3-10.



http://www.flfast.org/

HOW CANYOU HELPYOUR CHILD AT HOME?

* iReady
* Read 30 minutes daily (news articles, magazines, myON
books, books etc.)
* Talk with your child about what they read
- Text to text
- Text to self
- Text to world

- Discuss current events

* Encourage your child to form and defend a position by
supporting their point of view with facts, details and reasons

from the text.



HOW TO HELP AT HOME

* Online tutorial video animations

- Reflex (reflexmath.com)

* iReady

* Ensure that your child is completing their home

learning assignments — practice and repetition is
critical in Math!

* Discuss mathematical ideas with your child and have
them explain these to you using visuals.



END OF YEAR ACTIVITIES
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Parent Climate Survey

SCHOOL
CLIMATE
SURVEY

TakrRe the survey
and be heard today!

DUE MAY 10, 2024
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